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MAY —~ JUNE, 1961. 


THREE PASTORS ORDAINED AT FIFTH 
ORDINATION SERVICE~ 


“Dr. Houser alerts church to hour of renewal, new vision, 
new hope which the service symbolises.” 


Over 500 persons filled Calvary  gelical Lutheran Church in British 
Lutheran Church, Georgetown, on Guiana. The service was broadcast to 
| 14th June, to witness the fifth service thousands of others over the radio, 
of ordination to be held in the Evan- making possible colony-wide publicity 
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THE SOUTHERN CROSS 


Three Pastors Ordained at Fifth Ordination Service —Contd. 


to the impressive service. It was the 
first time that three candidates for the 
ministry were ordained at once in the 
Lutheran Church, an indication that 
staffing a national ministry is proceed- 
ing rapidly and appropriately at a 
time when the church is encountering 
an increasing national consciousness in 
public affairs. 


The ordinands were Paul Triloki 
Jagdhar, Desmond Mc Lawrence Ham- 
let and Winston Sherlock Bone. The 
men represented the first fruits of the 
church’s recent program of training 
for the ministry which began in 1954. 
The program provides for under- 
graduate courses leading to the B.A. 
degree, followed by a three-year theo- 
logical training at the Lutheran Semi- 
nary in Waterloo, Ontario, Canada, one 
of the ten seminaries administered by 
the United Lutheran Church in 
America. 


Mr. Jagdhar had been a_ catechist 
and head teacher in the Canje Parish 
for five years prior to his recruitment. 
Mr. Hamlet and Mr. Bone were not in 
the church’s full-time service at the 
time they were selected. 


It was appropriate that the person 
who had been closest to the candidates 
throughout their seminary training 
should have been the one to preach the 
sermon at the service which marked the 
beginning of their high calling as parish 
pastors. He was Dr. J. Ray Houser, 
President of Waterloo Seminary. “This 
is one of the solemn occasions of the 
church none more moving or touch- 
ing,’ said Dr. Houser. Alerting the 
Church to the “hour of renewal, new 
vision and new hope,” which the ser- 
vice signified, Dr. Houser referred to 
the candidates’ years of hard and suc- 
cessful preparation and said, “My 
prayer is that they may never disap- 
point us nor disappoint you.” 


Using as the text of his sermon the 


passage from 1 Peter 5:1-4, Dr. 
Houser underscored the text’s em- 
phasis upon the pastoral qualities of — 
the ministry. “The one thing needful 
in the ministry is a shepherd’s heart,” 
said Dr. Houser. ‘Without faithful 
pastors, the church is going to lose the 
flock to the rampant wolves lurking 
in this dark world. Only one thing will 
bring the church through these critical 
times, and that is faithful pastoring.” 
Thus emphasising the pastoral quality 
of the church’s ministry, Dr. Houser 
was making it clear that for all the 
church’s concern for inner administra- 
tion and~-anxieties over recent public 
issues, its essential business was evan- 
gelism and faithful ministering of the 
Gospel. 


The Order for Ordination was ad- 
ministered by the President of the 
church, Rev. A. R- Bowen. He was as- 
sisted in the laying on of. hands by 
Pastors Christhilf, Gebert and Dr. 
Houser. At the time of the laying on 
of hands, the stoles of the ministry, 
symbolising the yoke of Christ which 
the ministry must bear, were placed 
upon each ordinand. Following the or- 
dination, the new ministers were ad- 
ministered the Holy Communion. The 
ordinands were greeted at the end of 
the service by hundreds of members 
and friends who had come from many 
parts to attend the service. 


Within less than a week the new 
ministers were installed in their 
parishes, all of which included several] 
congregations and schools, and enough 
work to engage the new pastors far 
more hurriedly than either they or the 
church could regard as normal. That 
the new pastors have been so quickly 
absorbed in parish work demonstrates 
the urgent need for additional ministers 
to serve the needs existing in still other 
parishes which have been long without 
full-time pastors. 


Pastor Jagdhar is assigned to the 
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Three Pastors Ordained at Fifth Ordination Service — Contd. 


Rosignol Parish with residence soon in 
that parish. Pastor Hamlet is the pas- 
tor of the West Canje Parish with re- 
sidence at Stanleytown with additional 
acting assignment of the East Canje 

- Parish. Pastor Bone is assigned to the 
New Amsterdam Parish with residence 
at Lutheran Courts, and shall be serv- 
-Ing the extensive Upper Berbice River 
Parish in co-operation with other pas- 
tors. 

Lutherans who witnessed the service 
of ordination were undoubtedly made 
aware again of the long history of the 
church’s existence. For this service re- 
enacted the ancient rite of the laying 
on of hands first performed in the 
Christian Church at Antioch in the 


first century. That act inaugurated the 
formal ministry of the church which 
continues to this day. In whatever 
sense the ministry may be called an 
apostolic succession, as it is often des- 
cribed, it was begun, has _ continued 
and surely shall be preserved not by 
bishops or any elaborate church order, 
but solely by being obedient to the 
apostles’ own preaching and following 
of Jesus. Christ, the true and only Head 
of the Church. 

It is as the growing ministry of the 
Lutheran Church in British Guiana will 
strive after that obedience, that its 
“hour of renewal, new vision and new 
hope” of which Dr. Houser spoke shall 
be realised. 


PASTOR CLINTON E. CHU FORMALLY RECEIVED 


THE SOUTHERN CROSS 


Pastor Clinton E. Chu formally received — Contd. - 


The Service of Ordination, was 
unique in having included the formal 
reception of an ordained pastor from 
away. The pastor is the Rev. Clinton 
E. Chu, who until early this year had 
served with the Board of American 
Missions in Hawaii and Oregon. Pastor 
Chu received the Holy Communion 
with the ordinands at the same service, 
and his presence gave yet further evi- 
dence of the gratifying strengthening 
of the church’s ministry. 


Pastor Chu is assigned to serve the 
Buxton Parish succeeding the Rev. A. 


R. Bowen, who will be moving to the 
Success Parish. It has been eight years 
since Pastor Chu left British Guiana 
to take up studies in the United States. 
He was ordained in the Synod of Ohio’ 
in May 1960, after being called to ser- 
vice in a new mission area in Hawaii. 


The church benefits from the return 
of Pastor Chu, for he brings with him 
valuable experience gained in other 
lands, and, above all, in his return to 
British Guiana demonstrates a confi- 
dence in the future of the church which 
shall remain an example of service for 
countless other sons of the church. 


ARCHITECTS’ DEFAULT IN MEETING BUDGET CAUSES 
DELAY IN EBENEZER PROJECT 


Efforts on the part of the church to 
start construction of the new Ebenezer 
Church in April were overcome by the 
architect’s failure to stay within the 
budget for the project. Representatives 
of the firm of Mence & Moore were 
called in from Trinidad on 2nd June 
in a last effort to save the latest plans, 
but the firm announced that it could 
not guarantee the final cost would re- 
main at the maximum $128,000 which 
the church could spend. 


The action to release the firm ended 
more than fifteen (15) months of dif- 
ficult negotiation with architects. The 
original plan prepared as early as April 
1960 was retracted by the architects 
because it exceeded the first budget of 
$95,000. Subsequent plans were 
drawn in an attempt to meet the 
church’s budget, but gradually were 
allowed to exceed previous limits until 
the latest cost for the still unfinished 
plan was announced in June of 
$128,000. At the decision of the June 
meeting, the firm was unable to en- 
sure that they could hold to this figure 


because the plans were not yet com- 
plete. Unsure of what the actual cost 
would be, and fearing that it might go 
far beyond $128,000, the church acted 
to cancel all further negotiations and 
settle with the firm for costs to date. 


Meanwhile the pre-fabricated roof 
(in Trinidad), weighing some 21 tons 
which had been designed for the new 
building had already been shipped to 
Georgetown and was lying on _ the 
wharf at considerable expense. And 
the contractor, who had early in the 
vear delivered materials to the site of 
the old building and was_ regretably 
stalled by the cancellation, is now 
faced with the job of taking back his 
materials in the absence of a contract 
which came very near to being signed. 


Symptoms of the situation that 
finally’ occurred between the church 
and the architects could have been de- 
tected long before the June decision. 
Nearly a year previous it was known 
that the plans being prepared would 
go beyond the range of the church’s 
$95,000 figure, and a combination of 
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Architects’ default in meeting Budget causes delay — Contd. 


infrequent communication between 
Trinidad and New Amsterdam, plus 
the reluctance of the church for an 
early showdown on a ffinal cost, al- 
lowed the budget to climb as high as 
$120,000, requiring extra funds from 
the Board of Foreign Missions. 


Shortly after the June 2nd decision, 
the church engaged the services of Mr. 
Carl Mc Cowan, a local draftsman, to 
prepare preliminary drawings for the 
new building. Some discussions have 
occurred over the possibility of chang- 
ing the siting of the new building to- 
wards Main Street rather than remain 
at the old site, since future develop- 
ment plans of New Amsterdam indicate 
that the Water Street area shall be re- 
served only for business. Decision on 
re-siting is not yet final. 


The prolonged negotiations with the 
Trinidad firm of architects clearly un- 
derscored the need for having plans 
and_ specifications complete before 
costs can be reliably determined. For 


to count the cost before building, as 
the New Testament parable says, first 
requires that the building be planned, 
and the lack of such planning is, in a 
nut shell, the problem that has caused 
the interruption in the Ebenezer pro- 
ject. 


One fortunate circumstance for 
which at least Ebenezer members can 
be grateful is that there is still a 
spacious building for worship in the 
upstaits of the recently re-decorated 
parish auditorium. Few other congre- 
gations, having demolished their build- 
ings, would be able to carry on the full 
schedule of services and meetings as is 
being done at Ebenezer. The present 
delay will mean also that the congre- 
gation will have additional opportunity 
to accumulate reserve funds for the 
new building. The congregation has 
succeeded in exceeding its half-year 
apportionment, and all indications are 
that the life and _ spirit of Ebenezer 
have not been unduly dampened by 
the difficult delay. 


PASTOR COX AND FAMILY LEAVE FOR FURLOUGH 


A day short of exactly three years, 
Pastor W. E. Cox and family left for 
furlough on 17th June. They will be 
residing at the furlough house reserved 
for missionaries at Springfield, Ohio, 
near to the Wittenburg University 
Campus. 


Pastor Cox came to British Guiana 
in June 1958 after serving many years 
as the pastor of Messiah Lutheran 
Church, Toledo, Ohio. Mrs. Cox, who 
had attended Wittenburg University 
to study music, was a talented music- 
ian and an able complement to Pastor 
Cox’s ministry through her choir direc- 
tions and singing. 


In 1959, after the leave of Pastor 


W. J. Wolff, Pastor Cox was appointed 
by the Board as Administration Com- 
mittee Chairman, and held that posi- 
tion until May of this year. The posi- 
tion required an _ extra-ordinary 
amount of time in correspondence and 
administration, and Pastor Cox’s pas- 
toral.activities were all the more com- 
mendable for the unusual volume of 
work that could have kept him oc- 
cupied altogether in other directions. 
But he was a familiar sight in the 
homes of the members of the congre- 
gation, visiting the hospital regularly, 
and much loved for his friendly con- 
cern for all people. During his service 
at Ebenezer, the congregation was in- 
spired to move forward in its giving 
and membership. One of Pastor Cox’s 


Pastor Cox and Family Leave for Furlough — Contd. 


keen interests was in the preaching and 
teaching ministry of the parish, and 
his hours spent in these activities con- 
tributed greatly to the inner strength- 
ening of the congregation. 


Mrs. Cox’s musical talents were so 
widely publicised and applauded that 
few comments are needed to call at- 
tention to them. The robing of Ebe- 
nezer’s choir, and its greatly re- 
plenished library of music, were dis 
tinct contributions of Mrs. Cox, and 
directing and singing helped to make 


the Ebenezer Choir a popular com- 
niunity attraction as well as a valuable 
auxiliary to the congregation’s worship. 


The Cox’s will be remembered for 
their unprecedented hospitality and 
their “open door” welcome to every- 
one that came to the Ebenezer Parson- 
age. They will undoubtedly receive the 
hospitality of many friends and _ con- 
gregations in the United States, as 
they have opportunity to speak of the 
work of the church in British Guiana. 


INTER-AMERICAN UNIVERSITY PROFESSOR VISITS 
BRITISH GUIANA LUTHERAN STUDENTS 


Dr. Frederick Strong, a chemistry 
professor at Inter American Univer- 
sity, San German, Puerto Rico, came 
to British Guiana for ten days in May 
to visit Lutheran scholarship students 
here. Inter American University is the 
University where Lutheran students 
studying for the ministry and other 
church vocations are enrolled. Dr. 
Strong’s visit was part of the Univer- 
sity’s new policy of familiarising itseif 
more closely with the homelands of its 
foreign students, most of whom come 
from various Caribbean territories. Dr. 
Strong has been appointed faculty ad- 
visor of the British Guiana students. 


One of the problems which has ser- 
iously handicapped the most local 
graduates of Inter American Univer- 
sity has been their failure to have 
their degrees fully accredited by our 
government. It has meant that in- 
variably the church has had to supple- 
ment the salaries of teachers graduat- 
ing from Inter American University 
because they were ineligible for full- 
rating by the Department of Educa- 
tion. 


An important part of Dr. Strong’s 
visit was meeting with Education De- 
partment officials to clarify the  re- 
requirements for full-rating status of 
teachers. It appears that whereas the 
University has inclined to broaden its 
degree requirements over various fields 
of study, the Education Department, 
similar to the British custom, has em- 
phasised a concentration of courses in 
a specific field to study. Success in ob- 
taining full-rating status for teachers 
will therefore depend much on the ex- 
tent to which the University can re- 
adjust its programme of study to per- 
mit British Guiana students more con- 
centration in a specific subject. 


While he was here, Dr. Strong met 
with the church’s committee on Higher 
Education to discuss in detail matters 
pertaining to the students presently 
enrolled at the University. Lutheran 
scholarship students now attending In- 
ter American University are: Harry 
Rajahallevy, Geoffrey Tannassee, Stella 
Sookdeo, Peter Ramkissoon, John Har- 
richaran and Avril Webb. 
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LUTHERANS CO-OPERATING IN CARIBBEAN SUNDAY 
SCHOOL LITERATURE PROGRAM 


Over the past couple years Protes- 
tant Churches in the Caribbean area, 
particularly the English-speaking 
areas, have been working on a plan to 
produce a common Sunday School cur- 
riculum that will engage the local 
writing talent from the various 
churches. It is prompted by the need 
for a distinctive curriculum suitable in 
language and art for the Caribbean 
churches, since, with the notable ex- 
ception of the Lutheran Church in 
British Guiana, all the churches have 
resorted to North American or British 
sources for their Sunday School Liter- 
ature. 


The lack of any Caribbean litera- 
ture was brought to the churches’ 
attention at the Caribbean Consulta- 
tion held in 1957 in Puerto Rico, and 
it was there that first efforts were 
made to pursue such a co-operative 
plan as is being developed now. 


Miss Elaine Wagner, known through- 
out ‘the Caribbean churches for her 
pioneering work in_ locally-produced 
Sunday School lessons, is taking a pro- 
minent part in the planning that is at 
present going on. She will be attend- 
ing a meeting in Trinidad in Septem- 
ber to organise the program further. 


The program is being sponsored 
and supported in part by the World 
Council on Christian Education, and 
by the co-operating church bodies. The 
Lutheran Church is contributing funds 
to the work. 


The Rev. David Mitchell of the 
Methodist Church has been selected 
to be the editor of the curriculum and 
he will be in Georgetown and in New 
Amsterdam in August to start a pro- 
gramme of training among our Sunday 
School leaders and teachers in the use 
of the proposed curriculum. Most of 
the catechists and staff of the Sunday 
Schools will be attending the August 
meetings. 


The new curriculum is expected to 
be more familiar in language and 
colourful in appearance than what has 
been used in the past. But it will, for 
all its attractive features, require added 
competence in teaching. 


Miss Wagner commented the work- 
ers and teachers: “I would like to 
impress upon you the great necessity 
of presenting the Gospel to our people 
within dvnamic terms and with self- 
confidence. This cannot happen, how- 
ever, if we have not had the proper 
preparation. The curriculum will be 
well planned and prepared; and so 
must you be prepared — workmen of 
God!” 


The August meetings for Sunday 
School teachers will undoubtedly help 
teachers to realise the need for pre- 
paring carefully and teaching con- 
vincingly the message of Christ which 
is the treasure all Christian education 
must strive to uncover to the youth of 
the Sunday Schools. 


NEWS FROM EPIPHANY — Pastor H. C. Magalee 


Epiphany Lutheran Church has 
launched another Evangelism Mission 
into the field of the unchurched in the 
community and environs. There are 
THREE such committees viz: 


(a) The Evangelism Committee 
of the Church. 


(b) The Evangelism Committee 
of the Women’s League. 


News from Epiphany — Contd. 


(c) The Evangelism Committee 
of the Luther League. 


The Evangelism Committee of the 
Church would take the Gospel to the 
unchurched which task we have likened 
unto “Foreign Missions.” 


The Evangelism Committee of the 
Women’s League and the Luther 
League would enter into that phase of 
our work which we have called a type 
of “Inner Mission.” These two groups 
will help to bring back the backsliders. 
The women will concentrate on the 
women folk of the church, while the 
Young People’s Group will rally 
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Already we have 
“Jabourer’s 


around the youths. 
seen the fruitage of the 
task,” 


Epiphany Lutheran Church because 
of its size in communing membership 
has divided the congregation into 
SEVEN LITTLE EPIPHANIES with 
each councilman as ‘Pastor’ in charge. 
These councilmen are tithing their 
time in an effort to intensify the 


stewardship life in all our members. 
These men are not only making house- 
to-house calls, they have also met in 
the Church as a group of family in 
Christ. These meetings are really in- 
spirational and invaluable. 


LEFT to RIGHT:—Pastor Clinton E. Chu, Pastor Winston S. Bone, 
Pastor Donald R. Gebert, Pastor Franklin D. Christhilf, Dr. Ray J. 


Houser, Pastor Aubrey R. Bowen, 


Pastor Desmond McL. Hamlet, 


Pastor Paul T. Jagdhar. 


B.G.L.—T.-18,467 


